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4. A primary objective of TEMS is to provide the medical treatment of victims 
 outside of the hot zone.  Ideally, patient care should be provided in the cold zone. 
 
5. The TEMS provider agency should participate in the pre-planning of incident 

management. 
 

6. EMS personnel who operate in the cold zone should receive an orientation to 
 TEMS operations. 

 
POLICY: 
 
I. Certification 
 

A. Paramedics and MICNs that are a member of a TEMS team shall be employed, 
on duty and sponsored by an approved Advanced Life Support (ALS) provider. 

 
1. Paramedics shall be licensed by the State and accredited in Los Angeles 

County. 
 
2. MICNs shall have a current California license as a Registered Nurse and 

a current Los Angeles County MICN certification. 
 

B. EMTs shall be certified by the State and have successfully completed the Los 
Angeles County local scope of practice. 
 

II. Training 
 
A. TEMS personnel who operate within a hot zone shall be trained, at minimum, 

through a POST-certified and EMSA-approved or equivalent tactical medicine 
training program.  The training hour requirements as outlined in POST/EMSA 
Recommendations are: 

 
1. Non-law enforcement TEMS personnel 

 
 a.         An 80-hour minimum course which includes didactic and skills  
  training, tactical weapons operations, medical scenarios and  
  includes final written, skills and tactical medical scenario   
  examinations.  
 

2. Law Enforcement TEMS personnel 
 

a. Must be pre-qualified by successful completion of a POST-
approved Basic Special Weapons and Tactics (SWAT) course and  
an approved WMD training including medical care for WMD. 
 

b. A 40-hour minimum course which includes didactic and skills 
training, medical scenarios and includes final written, skills and 
tactical medical scenario examinations.  
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III. Deployment 
 
B. TEMS personnel should be familiar with the location of the nearest medical 

centers, paramedic base hospitals and specialty centers such as trauma, 
pediatric trauma centers, etc. 

 
B. When responding to jurisdictions outside of Los Angeles County, TEMS 

personnel shall operate within their accredited scope of practice. 
 
 
 
CROSS REFERENCES: 
 
Prehospital Care Policy Manual: 
Ref. No. 502, Patient Destination 
Ref. No. 506, Trauma Triage 
Ref. No. 802, EMT Scope of Practice 
Ref. No. 802.1 EMT Scope of Practice, Table Format 
Ref. No. 803, Los Angeles County Paramedic Scope of Practice 
Ref. No. 803.1, Los Angeles County Paramedic Scope of Practice, Table Format 
Ref. No. 1006,  Paramedic Accreditation 
Ref. No. 1010,  Mobile Intensive Care Nurse (MICN) Certification/Recertification 
 
California Peace Officer Standards and Training (POST) in collaboration with the Emergency 
Medical Services Authority, Tactical Medicine, Operational Programs and Standardized Training 
Recommendations, July 2009. 
 


